
From the Pyramids to Petra 
November 12 to 27, 2010 

 
Journey by land and sea to the awe-inspiring sites of ancient Egypt, the stunning scenery of the Jordanian desert, and the Nabataean city of 
Petra. Visit the Great Pyramid at Giza, the temple complex of Karnak, the Valley of the Kings, the Dead Sea, and the Roman city of Jerash. 
 
 

November 12 & 13 — US to CAIRO 
Depart on overnight flights, arriving to Cairo the next day. Transfer to Le Méridien 
Pyramids. 
 
November 14 — CAIRO 
Start your journey with a visit to the Pyramids and the Sphinx at the royal burial 
ground at Giza. The afternoon will be spent at the Museum of Egyptian Antiquities  
viewing the magnificent collections of Pharaonic art, including the treasures from the 
Tomb of Tutankhamen. Le Méridien Pyramids. 
 
November 15— CAIRO to ALEXANDRIA 
The morning is free to explore Cairo independently.  One may wish to visit some of 
the city’s impressive mosques, explore the bustling Khan el-Khalili bazaar, or take a 
car to the Step Pyramid of Djoser at Saqqara or the ancient city of Memphis. Depart 
by coach in the early afternoon for Alexandria to embark the Aegean Odyssey. 
 
November 16 — ALEXANDRIA 
Tour Alexandria, the city founded by Alexander the Great, including the Roman 
amphitheatre at Kom al-Dikka, the Greco-Roman Museum, and Fort Qait Bey, a 
stronghold protecting the old harbor on the site of the ancient Pharos. This afternoon 
sail to Port Said. 
 
November 17  — SUEZ CANAL 
Relax onboard as the Aegean Odyssey takes you on a memorable day-time journey 
through the 119 mile-long Suez Canal to the Red Sea via the Great Bitter Lake.  
 
November 18 — EIN EL SOKNHA for the MONASTERY of ST. ANTHONY 
Visit the Monastery of St Anthony in the Red Sea Mountains. Founded between AD 
361-3, St. Anthony’s is the oldest and largest Coptic monastery in Egypt.  It contains 
remarkable 6th- and 9th-century murals and has retained much of its original 
appearance. Return to the ship for a night-time sail. 
 
November 19 — GULF OF SUEZ and the RED SEA to SAFAGA 
Cruise the Gulf of Suez arriving to Safaga in the early evening. Relax today, enjoy the 
sunshine and take in an inspiring talk or two by the onboard lecturers. In the early 
evening Aegean Odyssey arrives in Safaga. 
 
November 20 — SAFAGA to LUXOR  
Depart this morning for an overnight trip to Luxor to visit some of the most 
remarkable sites in the ancient world. Explore the Temple of Karnak complex,  
built by Ramesses II. With 134 giant columns in its hypostyle hall, soaring obelisks, 
and an enormous temple dedicated to Amun, god of the moon, Karnak is one of the 
greatest architectural accomplishments of the ancient world. Enjoy the sound and 
light show before returning to the hotel.  The Sonesta St. George Hotel. 

November 21 — LUXOR to SAFAGA 
Visit the site of the ancient capital of Thebes and the necropolis known as the Valley of 
the Kings, burial place of the New Kingdom pharaohs (including Tutankhamen). The 
magnificence of these tombs and temples has attracted tourists since the time of the 
ancient Greek historian Herodotus. After lunch, return to Safaga and re-embark  
Aegean Odyssey for an overnight sail to Sharm el-Sheikh. 
 
November 22 — SHARM EL-SHEIKH for ST. CATHERINE’S MONASTERY 
On the site where Moses is thought to have witnessed the burning bush is St. 
Catherine’s Monastery, founded in the 4th century and believed to be the oldest 
inhabited Christian monastery in the world. Explore the library of early Christian 
manuscripts, the Well of Moses, and the 6th-century Basilica of the Transfiguration. 
Return to Sharm el-Sheikh in the afternoon. To celebrate your last night aboard the 
Aegean Odyssey, enjoy a cocktail party and farewell dinner as the ship sails to Aqaba. 
 
November 23 — AQABA to WADI RUM to PETRA 
Explore Aqaba on your own before an early lunch on board ship. Disembark and drive 
to the stunning scenery of Wadi Rum arriving in time for sunset before continuing to 
Petra. Marriott or Movenpick. 
 
November 24 — PETRA 
Spend the full day exploring the stunning rose-red, ancient city of Petra. Emerge from 
the mile-long gorge to the magnificent sight of the Treasury, which acts as the city’s 
main gate to the tombs and altars carved out of rock.  This Nabataean antiquity is one 
of the most astonishing archaeological sites in the world. Marriott or Movenpick. 
 
November 25 — PETRA to AMMAN 
Take a scenic journey through the Dana Nature reserve to the lowest part of the 
Earth’s surface, the Dead Sea. Those who like can take a dip in the Dead Sea’s 
famously buoyant waters. Also visit Mount Nebo, the reputed burial site of Moses, 
marked by an exquisite Byzantine church.  Arrive in Jordan’s capital of Amman in 
time for dinner. Regency Palace or Marriott. 
 
November 26 — AMMAN 
Enjoy a full day touring ancient sites including the city’s religious center known as the 
Citadel, the Jordanian Archaeological Museum, the 2nd-century AD Temple of 
Hercules, and the Omayyad Palace. In the afternoon visi the spectacular Greco-
Roman city of Jerash. Built by Alexander the Great in the 2nd century BC, Jerash is 
one of the best-preserved cities of antiquity in the world. Regency Palace or Marriott. 
 
November 27 — AMMAN to US 
After breakfast on November 27, depart for the airport for flights home. 





YOUR CRUISE FARE INCLUDES

• Free economy air from select gateways (see page 65) 
with transfers on arrival and departure

• Cruise on mv Aegean Odyssey as detailed on the 
itinerary of your choice

• All meals on board the Aegean Odyssey

• Selected shore excursions as detailed in each itinerary

• All meals on overnight excursions and lunch (except as 
noted) on full day excursions

• All meals on the land tours in the Middle East

• All on-board gratuities for restaurant and cabin staff

• Selected wine with dinner (beer or soft drinks if preferred)

• Experienced team of guest speakers giving talks on 
subjects outlined on each itinerary

• Porterage of luggage to/from your cabin

YOUR CRUISE FARE DOES NOT INCLUDE

• Supplementary shore excursions 

• Drinks (other than those included at dinner) and other 
items of a personal nature

• Salon treatments

• Laundry

• Internet and telephone calls

• Visas and airport taxes where these are payable locally

• Government fees, surcharges, and local taxes

Category N, Standard inside Category H/I/J, Premium Outside

Category C, Deluxe balcony stateroom Please note: Staterooms and cabins illustrated here are computer impressions. Final decoration is subject to change. 
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KEY

• Single cabins

� Third pullman berth
in these cabins

� Third/fourth pullman
berth in these cabins

# Cabins for passengers
with disabilities

MV AEGEAN ODYSSEY DECK PLAN
SHIP’S SPECIFICATION

Ship’s Tonnage 11,563

Length 461 feet

Beam 67 feet

Draft 20 feet

Cruising Speed 18 knots

Passenger Decks 7

Stabilisers 2

Passenger Staterooms/Cabins 198

Passengers – lower beds 378

Classification Lloyd’s Register
Society London

Ship’s Registration Greece

SHIP’S AMENITIES

• 2 Restaurants plus outdoor terrace dining

• 3 Lounges

• 4 Bars

• Lecture Theatre and Cinema

• Library

• Shop

• Photo Gallery

• Internet Centre

• Outdoor pool

• Spa and Jacuzzi

• Beauty Salon

• Medical Centre

• Telephone, Fax and E-mail via satellite

• Satellite TV, Hair Dryer and Personal Safe
in every cabin
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Category A - Owner’s Suite, balcony 

Category C/D - Deluxe Stateroom, balcony

Category F - Deluxe Stateroom, outside Category G - Deluxe Stateroom, outside

Category B - Junior Suite, balcony

Category H/I/J - Premium, outside Category L/M/N - Premium & Standard, inside 

STATEROOMS & CABINS
All staterooms/cabins have bath and/or
shower, flatscreen TV, safe, hair dryer and
are fully air-conditioned. Concierge Class
staterooms (categories A to G) have 
additional amenities as detailed on page
19. The diagrams of the cabins shown here
are indicative. Not all categories are shown.
The sizes, layout and bed configuration will
vary within a category. The areas shown 
are averages and include the balcony. Beds
may be fixed double (queen size), fixed
separate twin beds or twin beds that can
be converted into double beds. All outside
staterooms/cabins have windows except
Category K which has portholes. 

CATEGORY A: Owner’s Suites
550 sq ft staterooms located on Lido Deck.
Marble bathrooms, dressing area, separate sitting
areaand private balcony. Convertible twin beds.

CATEGORY B: Junior Balcony Suites
310 sq ft staterooms located on Lido Deck.
Marble bathrooms, walk-in closet,  sitting area 
and private balcony. Convertible twin beds.

CATEGORY C/D: Deluxe Balcony Staterooms
275 sq ft staterooms located on Bridge and
Belvedere Decks.  Walk-in showers or bath,
sitting area and private balcony. Fixed double bed,
separate twins or convertible twins depending on
cabin selected. Cabins 807, 808 on Lido Deck are
smaller and do not have a sitting area.

CATEGORY F: Deluxe Staterooms
215 sq ft staterooms located on Bridge and
Belvedere Decks. Private bath/shower. Convertible
twin beds. Cabins 555, 556 are smaller but have 
a balcony.

CATEGORY G: Deluxe Staterooms
200 sq ft staterooms located on Bridge 
and Belvedere Decks. Walk-in shower.
Convertible twin beds.

CATEGORY H/I/J: Premium Outside Cabins
130 sq ft cabins located on Bridge, Belvedere and
Columbus Decks. Fixed twin beds with private
shower. Category H cabins on Bridge deck have views
partially obstructed by lifeboats. Category K: Standard
Outside Cabins are similar in size and layout but with
portholes in place of windows.

CATEGORY L/M: Premium Inside Cabins
CATEGORY N: Standard Inside Cabins
130 sq ft cabins located on Belvedere and
Columbus Decks. Fixed twin beds with 
private shower.

STATEROOM/CABIN 
CATEGORY COLOURS

A 

B 

C

D
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M

N
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TERMS and CONDITIONS 
 
The following is abridged; complete terms are available upon request. 
 

Inclusions in the Cruise and Air Rates  
• Educational program onboard Aegean Odyssey, professional onsite guides, & local experts  
• Accommodations & all meals aboard Aegean Odyssey & wine, beer or soft drinks with 
dinner  
• All meals on overnight excursions & on land tours  
• Accommodation in listed hotels (or similar) on overnight excursions & on land tours 
• Shore excursions as detailed in itineraries, including transport and entrance fees  
• Free economy air from select East Coast gateways, with low $99-399 add-on fares from 
other regions  
• Port charges  
• Gratuities for shipboard restaurant and cabin staff  
• Airport transfers for those on air program  
• Baggage handling for one checked & one carry on piece per person  
• Pre-departure materials 
 

Exclusions 
Passport & visa expenses, Medical expenses & immunizations; Airfare, airport transfers, & 
baggage handling for independent travelers; Optional excursions or deviations from the 
scheduled program; Excess baggage charges; Travel & trip cancellation insurance; Meals not 
specified in the itinerary; food & beverages not part of the included meals; Personal items 
such as salon treatments, internet, telephone & fax calls, laundry, room service, alcoholic or 
other beverages not specified as included; Gratuities for non-group services, drivers, guides, 
& shipboard bar staff 
 

Basis of Rates: All cruise plus air fares are per person in U.S. dollars, based on double 
occupancy & valid at the time of printing, February 2010. Travelers not utilizing included air 
are entitled to an air credit as outlined in the price table. 
 

Deposits & Payments: A deposit of 10% is required by check made payable to the Santa 
Barbara Museum of Art or by Visa, MasterCard, or American Express.  The final balance is 
due no later than 90 days prior to departure. Full payment is required for reservations made 
after final payment date. 
 

Cancellation by Traveler: Guests who cancel for any reason are subject to the following 
cancellation fees per person: up to 90 days prior to sailing: no fee; 89-61 days: 25%; 60-31 
days: 50%; 30-16 days: 75%; 15-0 days: 100%. 
 

Eligibility & Health Requirements: Participation is a benefit of SBMA membership. There is 
no upper age limit; however, participants must be in good physical & mental health. These 
cruises are not designed for children under 12. 
 

Travel Insurance: For your protection, trip cancellation & travel insurance is strongly 
recommended. Insurance information will be provided by SBMA at the time of booking. 
 

Itinerary Changes: The itineraries, hotels, and study leader staff presented are subject to 
modification & change without allowance of refund. 
 

Responsibility Statement: The Santa Barbara Museum of Art (hereafter SBMA), in order to 
make an educational opportunity available to its members, has arranged for Voyages to 
Antiquity (VTA), an independent contractor, to organize this tour and procure carriage, 
accommodations and other tour services from other parties. Tour members must contract 
with VTA. VTA nor any other suppliers of tour services are joint ventures with or in any way 
controlled by the SBMA.  The SBMA can undertake no responsibility for the accuracy of 
representations in tour promotion literature, for tour reservations, accommodations, 
transportation or safety, or for any other aspect of the tour. Consequently, the SBMA shall 
not be construed to make any covenants or warranties, expressed or implied, regarding this 
tour and shall not be liable in any way for any personal injury, death, property damage or 
any loss incurred by any person in connection with this tour. 
 


